Recent trends in incidence, mortality and survival after cancer of the female breast and reproductive organs. Umbria, Italy: 1978-2005.
This study analyzed the incidence, mortality and survival after cancer of the female breast and reproductive organs in the Umbria region of Italy with the aim of generating hypotheses to explain trends. Mortality data were supplied by ISTAT (1978-1993) and ReNCaM (1994-2005) and incidence (1994-2005) and survival (at 12/31/2007) data by RTUP. Joinpoint regression was applied to evaluate temporal trends of the age-adjusted incidence and mortality rates. Mortality, incidence and relative survival rates were compared with national and international data. The incidence of breast cancer increased up to 2001 and afterwards significantly decreased; mortality rates significantly decreased after 1994. Uterine corpus incidence was practically stable, and decreased over the study period; mortality from all uterine subsites significantly decreased from 1978 onwards. Trends in ovarian cancer incidence and mortality (after 1985) were constant. Trends in occurrence of breast and cervical cancer were linked to population screening of Umbrian women, noting a low compliance by younger females with cervical cancer screening and emphasizing the opportunity of starting breast cancer screening at a younger age. Trends in the incidence of cancer of the uterus and ovary, though unsteady, were probably related to modifications in risk factor exposure. Survival was better for breast and cervical cancers than in the 1978-1982 period and might be due to early diagnosis and progress in therapy.